
Recycled Paper

The European Environmental Paper Network (EEPN) is a coalition of around 70 civil society 
organisations that share a vision for transforming European paper consumption and production to 
become more ethical and sustainable. Reducing reliance on virgin tree fibre is a core goal of our 
common vision. It is essential that efforts continue to maximise post-consumer recycled fibre 
content in paper and paper products and to develop more 100% recycled paper products. 

Paper recycling and reduced paper consumption are key ways for Europe to reduce our 
environmental footprint on planet earth and cut our climate change impacts. Europe needs to reduce 
our forest land footprint and reusing tree-fibres through recycling is an important way to achieve 
this. Recycled paper has a range of other environmental benefits, including less use of water and 
energy and emissions of polluting chemicals. It is also an ethical choice: it avoids the social 
conflicts associated with industrial forestry in many countries, and brings social benefits within 
Europe including high employment rates in recycling companies and support for community waste 
initiatives.

The EEPN is proud of Europe's record as a world leader in paper recycling and recognises that we 
have achieved a rate of more than 70% of all paper being recovered and recycled. We are glad that 
the average European paper fibre is used 3.4 times, and we believe that we can do even better. 

We are however concerned at the increasing trend to export recovered paper outside of Europe. 
Waste paper sorting and reprocessing facilities should be designed to ensure that recyclates are high 
quality and recycling is achieved as locally as possible to reduce transportation. Recovered paper fit 
for recycling should not be used for energy generation. 

We urge the paper industry, its investors and governments of all European countries to treat used 
paper as a valuable resource, not as a waste material, and to work to increase the rates of recovery 
and reuse of paper fibres throughout our society.

The full text of our vision is here: http://www.environmentalpaper.eu/our-common-vision/ 

For more information, contact: info@environmentalpaper.eu
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